Hi Gavin                                                                                                                        November 23rd-24th, 2002
It’s Saturday afternoon. I am starting the letter now as I have a break in work. The HK Chemistry book is due in at the Education Department by the end of the month and the company is flat out as the book is not finished! They are sending me final proofs bit by bit for checking. I finished checking the last few chapters in the textbook earlier this afternoon and am waiting for a courier to bring material so that I can begin checking the Practical Workbook. So, as soon as that arrives, I will leave the letter writing temporarily. 

Actually, I have also had a rest for an hour. I went for a run this morning and am a little tired. The run was good though. In the Tai Lam Chung reservoir area. Not bad conditions – fine with a temperature of about 22OC. The time for the run was the same as for last week’s run and I also took off 3 minutes. So at the moment I am exercising 6 times a week. Not sure when I will stop swimming; the water is cooler but still OK. I will certainly go until the end of the month which is the time the CUHK pool closes for the winter. But with the warmer winters we get these days, compared with many years ago, I am sure CUHK could keep their pool open for a few more weeks. 

Well, congratulations on your promotion! Sergeant – it sounds much better than corporal! I guess this will give you much more responsibility but you will be able to do it as you have good leadership skills. Your letter took a long time to get here. It was stamped October 27th – the same day that you wrote it -- but only arrived a couple of days ago on November 21st. So that’s about 3½ weeks. But you didn’t mention whether or not you are receiving my letters – remember I am sending them each week. You can check by the dates anyway. You should be in Djibouti now. As you probably know, the weapons inspectors advance team is in Iraq. One wonders how long the full team will be there. There is talk that Saddam is trying to hang on until the hot season when it would probably be too hot in the desert for fighting. But I heard on the radio today Colin Powell saying that they could fight in the evenings!

The annual Macau Grand Prix was held last weekend. Because of the rain on the Saturday, the motor bike races (?finals) had to be held on the Sunday. The main car race is a Formula-3 race. I don’t know who won it. The winners in the past include some illustrious names, such as Aryton Senna, Michael Schumacher, Ralf Schumacher and David Coulthard. Victory in the Macau GP has always touted as a stepping stone to Formula 1. 

Last Sunday in HK there was a street protest by Filipino amahs. They were protesting over the suggestion by several political parties that they should be taxed $500-750 per month to help the Government balance its books. I support their protest. They are amongst the poorest paid workers in HK and to pick them out especially smacks of racism. They should be treated and taxed in the same way as everybody else. This means that they would not actually pay any tax as the minimum monthly income has to be about $9000 before tax begins to be charged. What is also surprising is that there has been very little criticism from the community on the suggestion to tax them! Also last Sunday, the annual sedan chair race was held on the Peak. Have you heard of this? Teams of five, one being carried in the sedan chair, participate in a sponsored race. Many teams also dress up in fancy costumes. Some (?All) of the money raised goes to the Matilda Hospital which is also on the Peak. (The doctor who delivered you at birth came from, or was associated with, this hospital.) Also last Sunday – seems to have been quite a busy day for news! – 183 World War II bombs were found at the bottom of the sea at the Disneyland site. They had been dumped there after the war by the British army. There was no danger as all had been defused. 

To Monday now! The Prime Minister, Zhu Rongji, arrived in HK for a 3-day official visit. The welcome at the airport was in the style of those in China with many young school children waving Chinese flags. (They always seem to be young children; perhaps older children are less willing to participate in such welcomes.) This is probably his last visit as he will also be stepping down in a few months. A pity in a way, as he has been doing a good job guiding the Chinese economy and is not corrupt nor given to nepotism. (That is, heaping favours on one’s relatives; the ‘nep-‘ in the word comes from ‘nephew’ and originally referred to the favours Catholic priests would give their nephews, as the priests, of course, did not have any sons.) Zhu is a contrast to many others in power in China. According to the latest NEWSWEEK, many of the 9 new members elected to the Communist Party politburo have done a good job enriching themselves and some of their relatives! 

And talking of people enriching themselves, a HK women, who is the richest woman in Asia, has just lost a court case in which she claimed the money, estimated at HK$1 billion, of her late husband. She based the claim on a hand-written will she says her husband wrote soon before he was kidnapped and never seen again. (He had previously written another will cutting his wife out and giving all the money to his father.) Well, after many months of trial, the judge dismissed her claim and even said that the will was a forgery. 

(Well, time out for now. The material from the publisher has arrived so I had better check it.)

Sunday: The USS Enterprise arrived in HK the other day for 6 or 7 day stay before heading for the Gulf. Extra security precautions have been taken in the places that sailors normally haunt. This is the last deployment for the ship which will then be retired. The other day, some of the HK Police Force were having their annual fitness tests at Kowloon Tsai park. One of the men collapsed and died during a 2.4 km run (i.e. 6 times around the track). Saw an interesting report on TVB the other night. It was about a group of handicapped people undertaking an “Around the World in 80 Ways” journey. Two are blind and one cannot move from the chest down (as a result of being run over while doing aid work in Bosnia). They are travelling around the world (with help from sponsors in different countries – the Jockey Club in HK’s case) and trying to use at least 80 different forms on transport. In each place they show that handicapped people can still do physically challenging activities. For example, when in Malaysia, one blind man in the group drove a racing car at 200 km/h!! And the man in the wheelchair went Scuba diving recently under the Red Sea. The group also helps to raise money, awareness and support for local groups. 


I have just checked the results of the latest Rugby matches. England thrashed South Africa 53 – 3, the biggest loss the Springboks have ever bad. Australia beat Italy 34 - 3. And NZ beat Wales 43 – 17 with many of the points coming in the last few minutes. All this is preparation for the Rugby World Cup, which will be held in Australia next October. 


The economy in HK is still gloomy with predictions that things may not begin to look better for perhaps another ten years. And the government is coming under a lot of (justified) criticism for doing very little. They seem reluctant to take measure that will be painful but necessary. 

Quite a lot this week. Had to decrease the margins and the letter size to get it onto 2 pages. Thinking of you. 

Cheers, 

Dad 
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